Interview Report – Candidate: Maguire

Introduction
The interviewer explained the nature of placements with Totalnannies and the responsibilities involved in caring for children. The following questions were asked, with Maguire’s responses noted below. Interviewer observations and comments are provided at the end.

Q: What have you been doing for the last two years?
Maguire said she has been studying and working as a teaching assistant.

Q: What are your main interests, hobbies, and activities outside of work?
She enjoys reading and running.
Q: What kind of family would you like to be placed with? Do you have any religious preferences?
Maguire said she has no preferences but, if possible, would like to go to a family with more than 1 child

Q: Do you prefer working with younger or older children? Why?
She feels her skills and experience are best suited to children aged between 2-5 and preteens.

Q: How would you deal with a child who is crying, unresponsive, or upset?
Maguire said she would get siblings involved and would deal with it with humor.

Q: How would you cope with a child who does not speak English?
She explained that she speaks Spanish and would use objects and connect words to physical objects. 

Q: How would you manage the language barrier in a foreign country? Do you expect to suffer from homesickness?
Maguire was up front that she would suffer from homesickness, but this would only be for a first period, until she adjusts.

Q: What would you do in case of an emergency?
She would call the emergency services.

Q: Do you know any basic first aid?
Maguire confirmed she has knowledge of first aid and has completed a first aid course.
Q: How much experience do you have with children?
She has been babysitting since the age of 12. She has taught children simming and worked with children in Costa Rica. 
Q: Families prefer children not to spend too much time in front of the TV. What activities would you do instead?
Maguire said she would take the children to the park and play outdoors. She would also read stories and cook with the children. 

Q: Why should families trust you with their children?
She said she is psssionate about children. 

Q: What do you want to achieve from this experience, and why do you want to do this work?
Maguire said she found it rewarding to nurture children and wanted to make a difference to the lives of children as expressed in the Many Mothers theme in her Dear Family Letter.

Video option: Uploaded

Interviewer’s Remarks
· Spoken English: Excellent – mother tongue level, no regional accent.
· Level of detail in answers: She responded very well and spoke clearly.
· Personality: Maguire was fun to talk to, cheerful, and pleasant. She demonstrated a lovely sense of humour, and I would feel she would have no problem connectng with the children in her care.
· Overall opinion: A nice young candidate who children can relate to with ease. She would be a valuable addition to any household.

Additional Information
· Motivation for participating: To give a memorable contribution to the lives of the children in her care. 
· Special skills/training/experience: Language skills and experience in working with children overseas.
· Current domestic responsibilities: At university
· Family background: Comes from a professional family.
· Appearance: Conducted interview in an informal setting

Interview conducted via Zoom: 01/10/25
Interview length: 20 minutes
Interviewer: Charlotte
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